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  Vapor 
  On View:  March 14th – May 3rd, 2008 

 
::An exhibition that explores the declining state of our air quality through new art, architecture and design:: 
 
  ‘In the future walls will breathe and buildings will talk to one another.’ 
   David Benjamin and Soo-in Yang of ‘The Living’ 
 
San Francisco Ð February 19, 2008 Ð ‘Vapor’, an exhibition of new art, architecture, and design 
exploring our declining air quality will be on view at Southern Exposure from March 14, 2008 through May 
3, 2008. More than the traditional exhibition, ‘Vapor’ aims to rely on the featured work as essential 
components to a culture of public engagement in the Bay Area. Work by ‘Vapor’ artists Amy Balkin, 
Futurefarmers, Natalie Jeremijenko, The Living, Eric Paulos, and Preemptive Media will be accompanied 
by six free public programs dispersed throughout the city and in collaboration with community groups and 
institutions, including San Francisco Bike Coalition and the California College of the Arts (CCA).  
 
“The works on view during the ‘Vapor’ exhibition and the public programs encourage visitors to consider 
the impact of air quality on our daily lives, how we view our relationship to climate change, and how art 
and design engage with these issues,” notes Courtney Fink, Executive Director, Southern Exposure. 
“This show is not only an opportunity to consider and discuss the current state of climate change and 
activism, but creatively approaches these ideas with new inventions and models that explore possible 
solutions.” 
 
Using a number of techniques to measure, sense and capture air, ‘Vapor’ artists, many of whom are 
using newly accessible technologies, propose and examine new ways of modeling, testing, and finding 
solutions to the problems of air quality and greenhouse gas emissions. Through a series of public 
programs and events, artists will promote citizen based participatory field studies, interpret air quality 
issues, and gather design ideas toward developing a San Francisco bike share program. In addition to a 
visit to the Southern Exposure gallery, ‘Vapor’ participants will be able to interact with the artists and other 
visitors through a publication, website, a multi-disciplinary symposium, and through arts education and 
educational outreach programs.  
 
Exhibition Background & Goals 
‘Vapor’ is curated by two members of Southern Exposure’s Curatorial Committee; Jordan Geiger, 
(architect and founder of the architectural practice GA-GA, and adjunct professor at CCA) and Alison 
Sant (artist with a background in digital media and public art, and teacher of new media at San Francisco 
Art Institute and CCA). The Curatorial Committee consists of 8 artists and two SoEx staff members, who 
together curate and organize SoEx’s exhibitions program.  
 
Overall ‘Vapor’ as an exhibition and as a series of projects has dual goals and is doubly contextualized in 
its home at Southern Exposure. On the one hand, it is distinctly San Franciscan in that several of the 
artists represented make their home here, while others relate to a history of activism and/or 



environmentalism that has long roots in this region. The other context is that of environmental art 
exhibitions, as there have been several over the past years. ‘Vapor’ is an exhibit of art that is decidedly 
engaged, activist, and at times therefore expansive in its social and political agenda. 
 
Southern Exposure also has dual goals for mounting the exhibition. By surveying provocative examples of 
activist art, Southern Exposure intends to promote reflection and activity around its regional heritage of 
civic engagement as a cultural practice and to offer an activist model for curating such work. On a global 
scale, Southern Exposure’s aspiration is nothing short of supporting action to mitigate climate change, a 
phenomenon they consider to be a defining and emergent crisis of our times, one that touches culture 
and transcends politics as much as it is found in science. 

–end– 
 
Artists & Projects 
(Full artist bios and project descriptions available through Southern Exposure or Norris Communications) 
 
Artist: Futurefarmers / Amy Franceschini and Michael Swaine in collaboration with Sabrina Merlo 
Regional Advocacy Director, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
Title: Bike Share 
Description: For the duration of Vapor, Futurefarmers will collaborate with Southern Exposure to create a 
temporary bike share program and facilitate related research and development of a San Francisco Bike 
Share program. 
 
Artist: Eric Paulos,  
(Eric Paulos/Urban Atmospheres in collaboration with Paul Aoki, RJ Honicky, Ben Hooker, Alan 
Mainwaring, Allison Woodruff 
Title: sensr: citizen science * air quality 
Description: sensr: citizen science * air quality is about sensing our natural environment and empowering 
collective action through everyday grassroots citizen science across blocks, neighborhoods, cities, and 
nations. Eric Paulos, Senior Research Scientist at Intel, asks such questions through his projects as, 
“How can citizen science be used collectively across neighborhoods and communities to enable 
individuals to become active participants and stakeholders as they publicly author, share, and remix 
measurements of their city that matter most to them such as air quality? How can such systems (for 
example a mobile phone integrated with an air quality sensor) empower people to become true change 
agents?” 
 
Artist: Natalie Jeremijenko 
Title: xDesign Environmental Health Clinic and Clear Skies  
Description: Natalie Jeremijenko brings to Southern Exposure a series of experiments from her xDesign 
Environmental Health Clinic, a clinic and lab that she directs at NYU.  These locally optimized, often 
playful “prescriptions”/ experiments focus on both indoor and outdoor air pollution. 
 
Artist: Amy Balkin 
Title: Public Smog 
Description: Public Smog creates a ‘public park’ through the economic mechanism of carbon trading. 
Previous Public Smog activities include an attempt to submit the earth’s atmosphere for inscription on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. 
 
Artists: ‘The Living’, David Benjamin + Soo-In Yang 
Title: The Living City 
Description: The Living City is a full-scale prototype building skin designed to breathe in response to air 
quality. One of the first architecture prototypes to link local responses in a building to a distributed 
network of sensors throughout the city, it confronts the air as the most public and politicized of spaces in 
the city – shared by all but invisible, often divisible, and intensely debated and controlled. 
 
Artist: Preemptive Media 
Title: AIR 



Description: AIR is a public, social experiment in which people are invited to use Preemptive Media’s 
portable air monitoring devices to explore their neighborhoods and urban environments for pollution and 
fossil fuel burning hotspots. 
 
Six Free Public Programs + Opening Reception: 
Created to compliment and enhance the exhibition experience for visitors’, a schedule of sixfree public 
programs will be available during the course of the seven-week exhibition. Throughout the entire month of 
April, in celebration of Earth Day, Southern Exposure will feature a free public program each weekend, 
including a daylong symposium on April 19th co-presented with CCA. 
 
Opening Reception 
What:   Exhibition Opening 
Where:  Southern Exposure 

417 14th Street @ Valencia 
When:  Friday, March 14, 7:00 Ð 9:00 PM   
Cost:   FREE 
 
Public Program #1 
What:   AIR by Preemptive Media 
Where:  Southern Exposure 

417 14th Street @ Valencia 
When:  Saturday, March 15, 2:00 Ð 4:00 pm 
Cost:   FREE 
Join members of Preemptive Media, Beatriz da Costa and Jamie Schulte, for a conversation about their 
‘Vapor’ project, AIR. AIR is a public, social experiment in which people are invited to use Preemptive 
Media’s portable air monitoring devices to explore their neighborhoods and urban environments for 
pollution and fossil fuel burning hotspots.  While AIR explores the human-generated content of the air that 
we breathe, the group will discuss this work with a focus on the actual sources of air contaminants and 
how they relate to an industrialized culture. 
 
Public Program #2 
What:   Citizen Science by Eric Paulos    
Where:  Southern Exposure 

417 14th Street @ Valencia 
When:  Saturday, March 29, 1:00- 4:00 pm 
Cost:   FREE 
Join Eric Paulos in a citizen based participatory field study. Take part first hand in collecting, gathering, 
and analyzing the urban environment in San Francisco using a collection of mobile, networked sensors. 
Paulos’ project sensr: citizen science * air quality, senses our natural environment and empowers 
collective action through everyday grassroots citizen science across blocks, neighborhoods, cities, and 
nations. 
 
Public Program #3 
What:   Vapor Symposium 
Where:  California College of the Arts 

Timken Lecture Hall, 1111 8th Street (at Irwin) 
When:  Saturday, April 19, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Cost:   FREE 
In anticipation of Earth Day (April 22), this symposium presents a daylong gathering of speakers from 
diverse fields tackling questions at the intersection of climate change and the arts, sciences and policy. 
*The Vapor Symposium is co-sponsored with the California College of the Arts and with the generous 
support of the California Initiative.  
 
Public Program #4 
 
What:   One Trees, Two Wheel Bike Ride by Natalie Jerimijenko 
Where:  Southern Exposure 

417 14th Street @ Valencia 



When:  Saturday, April 20, 12:00- 3:00 pm 
Cost:   FREE 
Come take a bicycle tour of the ‘One Trees Project’. The days events will look at air pollution through a 
series of’ ‘xDesign Environmental Health Clinic’ experiments. Among then, we will test the ‘One Trees’ for 
CO2 levels and other airborne toxins. Participants will also help to render air pollution evident by wearing 
‘Clear Skies Facemasks’ that visualize urban air quality. Please call Southern Exposure at 415-863-2141 
in advance to reserve a spot on the tour and don’t forget to bring your bicycle! 
 
Public Program #5 
What:   David Benjamin + Soo-In Yang: Life Now   
Where:  UC Berkeley , 112 Wurster Hall 
When:  Wednesday, April 23, 2008, 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Cost:   FREE  
Benjamin and Yang discuss their project, The Living City, a full-scale prototype building skin designed to 
breathe in response to air quality. One of the first architecture prototypes to link local responses in a 
building to a distributed network of sensors throughout the city, it confronts the air as the most public and 
politicized of spaces in the city – shared by all but invisible, often divisible, and intensely debated and 
controlled. 
*This lecture is part of the UC Berkeley Architecture Spring 2008 lecture series. 
 
Public Program #6 
What:  Recycle: Considerations, Amplif ications and Applications of City Bike Share 
Programs  by Futurefarmers, in collaboration with Bay Area Bicycle Coalition 
Where:  Southern Exposure 

417 14th Street @ Valencia 
When:  Saturday, May 3, 2008, 12:00 – 4:00 pm 
Cost:   FREE 
Join Futurefarmers Amy Franceschini and Michael Swaine, along with Sabrina Merlo, Regional Advocacy 
Director for Bay Area Bicycle Coalition for a half-day public dialog and charrette discussing the design of 
a San Francisco Bike Share program. The event will include a presentation of current international city 
bike-share programs. 
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ABOUT SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 
Southern Exposure is a 33-year-old, non-profit, artist-run organization dedicated to presenting distinct, 
innovative, contemporary visual art, arts education, and related programs and events, in an accessible 
environment. Southern Exposure reaches out to diverse audiences and serves as a forum and resource 
center, providing extraordinary support to the Bay Area's arts and educational communities. Activities 
include exhibitions of local, regional, and international visual artists’ work, the presentation of art in public 
space, arts education programs, lectures, panel discussions, events, and performances. Southern 
Exposure is dedicated to giving artists—whether they are exhibiting, curating, teaching, or learning—an 
opportunity to realize ideas for projects that might not otherwise find support. 


